
  PRIME DISPATCH 
Edition 187 – 13/02/2018  

Compiled by Joe o’NeILL 

Casa De Lago gets that all important ‘black type’!!! 

 

I’ve certainly had a great few days purchasing three very athletic yearlings at the Inglis Classic Sale 

but the real highlight was Casa De Lago’s second placing in the Listed Strutt Stakes in Hobart.  I can’t 

emphasise enough just how important it is for these well bred fillies to gain a placing in a Listed race.  

It sets them up for when they go into the next phase of their lives as broodmares. 

 

Personally, it was very satisfying for the filly to have done so well.  This was her fifth run for the 

preparation with her winning twice and now being placed in a Listed race.  She should have won three 

with the ride she was given in the Tasmanian 1000 Guineas being the worst in my 43 years years 

racing horses. The lapped the five fillies that beat her in Launceston in this race which highlights just 

how poor a ride she was given in the 1000 Guineas.   

 



I was impressed with the progeny of first season sire Delago Deluxe when I inspected them at the 

Magic Millions Sale in January of 2016 but the ones I liked were too expensive.  I left the sale 

disappointed not to have secured one but was pleased I hadn’t when I found Casa De Lago at the 

Inglis Classic Sale and felt she was every bit as good if not better than the fillies I had inspected at the 

Gold Coast.  It is history now that she is Delago Deluxe’s first stakes horse and best to race by the sire 

to date.   

 

Casa de Lago will now head to the Tasmanian Oaks on 25 February where she should be further 

improved and has had the experience of racing under lights in Launceston.  Once again this filly’s 

development is a credit to Patrick Payne and his dedicated team of staff.  He does an exceptional job 

for us with his results being as good as you could expect.   

 

I have purchased Patrick seven yearlings that have raced with six winning.  Patrick currently has two 

unraced two year olds in work for us that probably should get to the track in this preparation.  These 

seven to have raced have won 19 races and $1,534,136 in stakes money.  Collectively the seven were 

purchased for just $339,500 for an average purchase price of $48,500.  Five of these are still racing 

with Husson Eagle, Hussy’s Glow, Invincible Al, Honolulu Lass and of course Casa De Lago set to 

add considerably to the stakes money already won.   

 

I’m not sure of the exact figure but about 5% of horses achieve ‘black type’ in their racing careers.  

Patrick has achieved this with three of the six winners from this group and also won the Adelaide 

Magic Millions Two Year Old Classic with another.    

 

Jordan Childs has been one of our most successful jockeys in recent years and he displayed his 

maturity giving the filly an excellent ride after she found herself in a tricky position early in the race.  

I was concerned she may have learned some bad habits in the 1000 Guineas but Jordan has excellent 

hands and she relaxed for him in the run. 

 

INGLIS CLASSIC SALE  

 

The Inglis Classic Sale concludes today.  I just have one more yearling on my list but have secured 

three really nice horses for reasonable prices.  After I did my inspections and had the horses vetted I 

was pleasantly surprised that five of the youngsters on my list were in the first 50 lots in the sale.  

This was a pure coincidence but generally the best buying comes early in a sale and this was 

probably going to be the case with this being Inglis’s first sale at the magnificent Riverside Stable 

Complex at Warwick Farm. 

 

I must say the start of the sale was quite chaotic with a massive crowd in attendance which was 

understandable with all the hype surrounding the opening of this magnificent facility.  I was trying to 

select the best place to position myself to bid on the lots I liked and eventually found a spot out the 

back of the complex which proved to be a winner.   

 



I was keen to purchase one colt and two fillies from the sale with lot 5 being the first on my list.  He 

was a really athletic colt by Al Maher out of a running family.  Bang, I purchased him for $60,000 

which was $40,000 below the value I had given him.  This was a great start to the night and to be 

honest I would have been happy if I walked away with just the one yearling from the evening 

session.  He was my preferred colt in the sale with the other two on my list selling later for $210,000 

and $170,000 to Hong Kong buyers which was well above what I was prepared to go to. 

 

Fifteen minutes later and a beautiful More Than Ready filly came into the ring out of a Shamardal 

mare and bang I purchased her for $90,000 again under my valuation of $120,000.  The big bonus 

with her is that she was sold with no GST which is a substantial saving for the clients who buy into 

her. 

 

Four minutes later and lot 16 a strong, athletic Hinchinbrook filly is presented for sale and I 

purchased her for $50,000, again GST free and well below the $80,000 I had on her.  The other two 

fillies I had on my list in the first 50 lots sold for $100,000 and $110,000 which was more than I was 

prepared to pay. To be honest the sale just kept getting more expensive as it went on with my 

selections selling for $160,000, $340,000, $200,000, $210,000, $170,000, $120,000 and so on.  

 

I have included detailed information on my three purchases later in this dispatch and should be in a 

position to officially put them on the market later in the week once the promotions are approved by 

Racing NSW and RVL.  The Al Maher colt heads to Patrick Payne, The More Than Ready to Kris 

Lees and Hinchinbrook filly to John Thompson. 

 

FUTURE SALES  

 

 I have now purchased seven yearlings and I am looking for a further five or six to round out our 

team for 2018.   

 

I am hoping to purchase Stuart Gandy one or two yearlings at the Tasmanian Magic Millions this 

week and one for Dan Morton at the Perth Magic Millions on Monday or Tuesday of next week. 

 

The new bonus scheme introduced in Tasmania is outstanding and a great incentive to race horses in 

the ‘Apple Isle’.  Racing horses in Tasmania is a very affordable option for our owners who want to 

enjoy being involved in the sport for a reasonable outlay.    

 

I must say I am struggling to come to terms with the stakes money on offer in Queensland where 

most maidens are now worth just $15,000 and the cost of racing horses is quite expensive.  In fact, in 

a major racing centre such as Toowoomba the races are worth just $14,000 which is a joke.  At this 

stage I don’t intend to syndicate a horse in Queensland this year.  I’m happy to sit back and wait 

until the track situation is sorted out and I see where the level of stakes money actually finishes up 

before I make a further commitment north of the Tweed River. 



I will be attending the Inglis Premier and Easter Yearling Sale as well as the Magic Millions 

Adelaide and National Sales.  The Adelaide Magic Millions Sale has been very good to us over the 

years with four of our six Magic Millions winners coming from the sale.      

 

ON THE TRACK 

 

All in all, we had a pretty good week with Casa De Lago being the obvious highlight.  I was very 

happy with Flying Jess’s return to the track.  She slipped at the start and was back in the ruck but 

was doing her best work late and will now head to the Group 3 Mannerism Stakes on 24 February.  

This is over her pet distance of 1400 metres.  

 

One Invincible Cat put in her normal honest performance.  She is struggling to win her maiden but is 

racing very well. She was a bit stiff at Cessnock where the winner of her race actually broke down 

during the race and has been retired!!!  

 

Our main runners for the next few days include Our Long Sali running in the Tasmanian Magic 

Millions Two Year Old Classic on Wednesday night.  On Friday night Not Surprising heads to 

Canterbury.  Raido is nominated for Doomben on Saturday.  The Bega Cup winner Makeadane is off 

to the Quirindi Cup on Friday.  Invincible Amici may run at Werribee on Friday. 

 Our Long Sali pictured as a yearling!!! 

 



THE YEARLINGS - OUR FUTURE 

 

Currently I have shares available in four yearlings with the three Inglis Classic purchases likely to be 

approved and officially on the market later in the week.   

 

At this stage the only yearling I have shares available in from the Gold Coast Magic Millions Sale 

are in the Shooting to Win filly.  She is a cracking filly and will be trained by John Moloney. 

  

Shooting To Win / Miss Fidler filly 2016 30% REMAINS @ $8,750 for 5% 

John Moloney to train from his Caulfield Stable 

 

 

In December I was doing my pre-sale inspections in the Hunter Valley and visited Fernrigg Farm.  I 

was very impressed with the way their yearlings were presented and this filly particularly caught my 

eye.  She is a very attractive looking horse and gets around very well.  I marked her reasonably highly 

at the time and was pleasantly surprised just how well she had done since I first saw her a month 

earlier.   

 



Let’s look more closely at why I purchased her. 

 

 

The filly 

 

The filly vetted out without any issues and has clear x-rays.  Dr Tim Roberts, one of Australia’s 

leading vets does most of my sales inspections and is also a very good judge of a yearling.  He has 

provided a detailed report which is included in the Product Disclosure Statement. 

 

She is a nice sized filly and very attractive.  She has a nice length of rein and stands over good 

ground.  She has a great shoulder and is strong through the neck and has a nice girth.  She is nice and 

strong behind which is important.   

 

I believe this filly should run at two but that she will develop into a really lovely three and four years 

old. 

 

The filly has a superb pedigree and is related to some very good horses.  This is a family that seems to 

throw up outstanding gallopers in each generation. 

 

In many ways as a type she reminds me of Hidden Wonder, a very good mare I syndicated a few years 

ago.    

 

 

Shooting To Win 

 

Shooting to Win has all the ingredients to make a successful sire.  Firstly, he comes from an 

outstanding family and is out of one of the very best mares at stud in Australia.  His sire Northern 

Meteor looked like being a super star but died prematurely which was a massive loss to the Australian 

breeding industry. 

 

Secondly, he is an outstanding looking horse.  He has terrific conformation and is as good a type as 

you are likely to see. 

 

Thirdly, he was a really good racehorse with his time in winning the Caulfield Guineas being quicker 

than Redoute’s Choice and Lonhro.  He is one of only three horses to win the Stan Fox Stakes / 

Caulfield Guineas double, the other two being Kenwood Melody and Lonhro.  

 

Fourthly, he has quite a number of very nice yearlings and they look like racehorses.  

      

Miss Fidler 

 

 

Miss Fidler has an outstanding pedigree and comes from a family that continually produces high class 

gallopers.  She herself is a ½ sister to the Group 1 winner Hurtle Myrtle, the winner of the VRC Myer 

Classic.   

 

Miss Fidler is out of a Royal Academy mare which I love.  Two horses that come to mind that I 

syndicated out of Royal academy mares are Husson Eagle and Raido.  He is the brood mare sire of a 

remarkable 189 stakes winners including the high class Australian bred Group 1 winners Fastnet Rock 

and Heart of Dreams. 



 

Miss Fidler is only a young mare and has a 2yo brother by Medaglia d’Oro and is believed to be in 

foal to Choisir. 

INGLIS CLASSIC SALE PURCHASES 
 

 

 
AL Maher colt out of Randwick Bound 

Patrick Payne - Victoria 

 

It is amazing how some horses grab your attention when you attend a yearling sale and for whatever 

reason you can’t really find a reason not to like the horse.  That is the case with this colt. He has good 

presence about him and gets around like a good horse.  I loved his colour.  It is hard to go past rich 

bay horses in colour.  He is a very healthy animal and was reared in the upper Hunter Valley which is 

very good horse country.   

 

 

I am a big fan of Al Maher.  He was a very good racehorse and has a superb pedigree.  He has been an 

outstanding sire with 55 stakes horses to his credit.  Unchain My Heart was one of Prime 

Thoroughbreds best performers on the track and won 10 races and $595,980 in stakes money.   

 

 

She won three stakes races at Flemington including the Andrew Ramsden Stakes twice and was one 

of only two Australian bred horses to contest the 2014 Melbourne Cup. 

 

 



Our vet Dr Tim Roberts whose opinion I rate very highly gave the colt a very good rating rating when 

he inspected him. 

 

The Colt 

 

 

The colt is a forward well grown August foal from a family that can get an early runner.  In fact, 

during this season Randwick Bound’s ½ sister Roobeena was placed 2nd in the VRC Group 3 Ottawa 

Stakes at Flemington on Melbourne Cup day.  Another colt named Run Naan won the Group 3 VRC 

Maribyrnong Plate at Flemington on Emirates Day during the same Carnival and was recently placed 

at Caulfield in a lead up race to the Blue Diamond. 

 

 

My expectations are that the colt will race at two but will be at her best at three and four years.  He is 

an August foal and quite mature.  I have paid him up for the $8 million Inglis Race Series which is a 

great initiative put on by the famous sales company.    

 

 

Al Maher 

 

 

Al Maher has done a remarkable job with him siring 352 individual winners.  He has sired 55 stakes 

horses including the Group 1 winners Delicacy, Fat Al, Diamond Drille and Almalad as well as 

Majestic Music, Budriguez, Silverstream, Badawiya (1/2 sister to Randwick Bound) and of course 

Unchain My Heart.  He is an incredibly versatile sire getting 2yo through to 3200m winners. 

 

 

Al Maher was a very good racehorse winning at Randwick as a 2yo.  He went on to be one of the very 

best three year bolds winning the VRC Group 1 Australian Guineas as well as the VRC Carbine Club 

Stakes and STC Gloaming Stakes. 

 

 

Randwick Bound 

 

 

Randwick Bound is by the high class son of Chief’s Crown in Beautiful Crown who stood at stud in 

Australia with great success.  Two of his daughters Maha Chakri and Believe ‘n Achieve wore our 

colours with distinction and both have thrown stakes horses at stud including the Whittington who 

now stands at stud in Queensland. 

 

 

Randwick Bound comes from a very successful female line which includes many ‘black type’ 

winners.  She was unraced but is a ½ sister to Rumya a multiple Group 1 winner in South Africa and 

Badawya a multiple Group 2 winner and Group 1 placed in the MRC 1000 Guineas.  She is also a ½ 

sister to Roobeena which ran 2nd in the VRC Group 3 Ottawa Stakes in November of 2017. 

 

 

This family is that of the great mare Emancipation which is one of the most prominent in the 

Australian stud Book.  This is Randwick Bound’s second live foal.  He is in foal to Snitzel. 

 
Correct as at 11/02/18 



 

 

 

 

 

 
More than Ready (USA) / Riva del Mar filly 2016 

Kris Lees - Newcastle 

 

 

I was taken by this filly when I inspected her.  She is very athletic and by a sire who just keeps getting 

stakes winners.  More Than Ready is one of the world’s great sires with an amazing 179 individual 

stakes winners to his credit.  Compare this with Fastnet Rock’s 129 stakes winners and you get an 

idea of just how good he is.   

 

The filly 

 

This filly is very much in the mould of many of the good More Than Ready fillies I have inspected.  

He stamps his progeny and right from his first crop in Australia from which I purchased Readymore 

he has consistently done a remarkable job. 

 

I haven’t been able to purchase many fillies by More Than Ready mainly because the ones I have 

liked have been too expensive.  It didn’t take long for his progeny to escalate in price after they 

started racing.  I did manage to Secure Sweet Talkin Woman from the Magic Millions January sale 

and she went on to be a good racehorse winning six races and over $200,000 in stakes money. 

 

This filly has excellent conformation and I must say is a very well balanced athlete.  Dr Tim Roberts 

who does most of my vet work at the sales really liked her and gave her a good rating.   



 

I wouldn’t be surprised to see her get up and going early and she will be paid up for the $8 million 

Inglis Series of races as well as the BOBS Scheme.   

 

More Than Ready 

 

More than Ready is one of the greatest shuttle stallions to have visited our country.  His progeny has 

won 1962 races in Australia and $74,766,148 in stakes money.  These are incredible figures.  Across 

the world More Than Ready has won 4680 races with over $190,000,000 in stakes earnings.  Once 

again compare that with Fastnet Rock who has 2622 wins and just over $140,000,000 in stakes 

earnings. 

 

Some of his best to have raced in Australia include Sebring, Samaready, More Joyous, Carry on 

Cutie, Phelan Ready and Perfectly Ready just to name a few. More Than Ready has consistently been 

a top 20 sire in Australia for the past 15 years. 

 

The biggest impact More Than Ready may have on our industry is as a great broodmare sire.  He is 

currently 9th on the broodmare list and is the youngest sire represented which is a great pointer to the 

future. 

 

Riva del Mar 

 

Riva Del Mar is by the champion sire Shamardal out of the highly credentialed Zabeel mare More 

Chickens.  This is a great female line with two Oaks winners on the page.  One of these is Faint 

Perfume by Shamardal which shows just how well the cross works with this family.   

 

I love buying yearlings out of families where an Oaks winner is up on the page.  It is interesting that 

our latest Stakes horse Casa De Lago also has two Oaks winners on her page.   

 

Make no bones about it, the Oaks winners are the very best fillies of their year and the families they 

come from almost always go forward and produce very good gallopers. 

 

This is her first foal which I also really like.  Once again many of the better gallopers I have been 

associated with over the years are first foals. 

 
Correct as at 10/02/18 

 



 

Hinchinbrook filly out of Rock Bottom 

         John Thompson - Randwick  

 

 

I was really taken by this filly when I inspected her. She is very strong behind and has good scope to 

grow.  I have had quite a bit to do with the progeny of Hinchinbrook having purchased Flying Jess, 

his highest earning filly.  The best Hinchinbrook fillies seem to be the ones with good size, scope and 

strength.  This filly certainly has both these attributes.  Another of our good Hinchinbrook fillies is 

Kissing Game which also is a strong athletic filly. 

 

Dr Tim Roberts who does my vet inspections at the yearling sales was also very taken with this filly 

and as surprised as I was when I secured her for such a reasonable price. 

 

Hinchinbrook  

 

 

Hinchinbrook was destined to be a sire from the moment he was born at Yarraman Park.  He was a 

strong impressive looking foal and has developed into a magnificent looking sire.  He is a ¾ brother 

to Champion Australian Sire Snitzel but his deeds at stud have seen him come out of Snitzel’s shadow 

to be a very highly regarded young horse in his own right. 

 

Hinchinbrook, like many of the sprinters that raced in his era suffered at the hands of Black Caviar.  

Nevertheless, his racetrack achievements were very good.  He won his first won starts before being 

the first colt home in the Golden Slipper. He won the Skyline Stakes and Canonbury Stakes.  He was 

placed in the Group 1 ATC Sire’s Produce Stakes and also the Group 1 ATC All Aged Stakes.  He 



proved his versatility when being placed in Melbourne in the Group 1 MVRC William Reid Stakes 

and the Group 1 MRC Oakleigh.   

 

At stud he has excelled.  He was the leading Champion First Season Sire in Australia in 2013/14 

Season producing a Group 1 winner in his first crop.  His performances at stud are better than they 

look when you consider he has only ever served reasonably small books of mares.  The most foals he 

had in his first three seasons at stud was just 92.  This is about half the number some of the other sires 

in the Hunter Valley have representing them. 

 

Rock Bottom 

 

Rock Bottom is by Not A Single Doubt who has established himself as a sire that produces fast 

uncomplicated sprinters. I’m certain he will be a big success at stud as a broodmare sire.  It is very 

early days for him but his daughters have already produced a Group 1 winner in Season’s In Bloom.   

 

Rock Bottom comes from a nice running family where the 23 horses to race out of the first four mares 

are all winners.  Rock Bottom herself was unraced but she is a ½ sister to six winners including the 

stakes pair of Foxstar and The Astronomer.   

 

The second dam is Foxy by Canny Lad.  I love Canny Lad in a pedigree.  He is the dam sire of 

Redoute’s Choice and I Am Invincible. 

 

All in all this filly represents great value and heads to an out standing trainer. 

 

 
Flying Jess as a yearling 

                           


