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Chalmers won his 7th race in the Hastings Cup and took his stakes earnings to $317,095
He was a $75,000 Inglis Classic Purchase!!!

Fituese has arrived safely in Melbourne in preparation for the running of the Listed Alinghi Stakes at
Caulfield on Saturday. While you can never be completely certain about Melbourne’s fickle weather,
I would expect we should have a track rated at a Good 4 for this meeting. Craig Williams is booked
to ride the mare. He rode Zizzis who won on Caulfield Cup day in 2018. Let’s hope history repeats
itself. I’ve had a lot of luck with him in big races over the years.

The Caulfield Cup is one of iconic races, a time-honoured event that is being lost in the mire with the
attack by Racing NSW on the Melbourne Spring Carnival. I’ve got no issue with the big states
promoting their carnivals, but we need to have a balance and can’t have big Group 1 days in

Melbourne and Sydney clashing with each other. Both jurisdictions should be entitled to have the
best jockeys and horses available for their iconic race meetings.

The Blue Sapphire Stakes run at Caulfield on Wednesday highlighted another issue we have in
Australian racing at present. To attract just three runners for a $400,000 Group 3 race for 3yo’s is a
joke. Over the past few years, we have seen the numbers of horses being bred in Australia steadily
dropping. I haven’t got the figures for last season but expect due to the drought the numbers will be
down. The numbers this year are likely to take another hit due to the Covert -19 pandemic.

These crises have created a supply issue which has been compounded with many of our better colts
and geldings heading to Hong Kong. I don’t begrudge the owners of these horses making a decent
profit selling their young horses, but it is leaving a big hole in our pool of better 3yo’s which flows
through to our Weight For Age (WFA) classics.

We are also seeing many of our well performed colts heading to stud earlier than in the past which has
added to the problem. I’m not sure what the answer is but combined these factors are having a severe
impact on the standard of our racing with the quality of our WFA racing not up to standard.

Anyone who follows racing in NSW would have seen a gradual decline in the number of horses
racing in that state. Some recent examples. Over the past 10 days we saw the Goulburn meeting
having just six races, the Hawkesbury meeting had eight races with four and five runners in some of
those, the Murwillumbah meeting had seven races but again small fields with Tuesday’s Newcastle
meeting had just seven races with average sized fields. Newcastle is the best track in NSW.

On Wednesday we saw a 1100m 3yo maiden at Warwick Farm scrapped due to a lack of acceptances.
I find this hard to believe but it happened.

This issue isn’t just confined to NSW with SA appearing to be in trouble and the standard of
Saturday’s meetings in Brisbane are very pedestrian. We should not have open maiden races being
run at Saturday metropolitan meetings.

The betting turnover at last year’s Caulfield Cup meeting was down considerably. I’ll be surprised if
this isn’t the case again this year. I asked a senior official at RVL a couple of years ago why so much
money was being directed into staying races? He said the extra stakes money on offer for these races
would encourage breeders to breed more staying types. Let me tell you all that approach will achieve
will be to see breeders going out the back door when they firstly can’t get their yearlings into the
better sales and secondly have hardly anyone interested in buying them.

When I first spoke to the RVL official about their strategy the staying horses Lucas Cranach (GER),
Americain (USA), Fiorente (IRE) and Puissance De Lune (IRE) heading to stud in Victoria. These
were all good racehorses. At this year’s Magic Millions Gold Coast January, Inglis Easter, Inglis
Classic and Inglis Premier Sales main sessions these four sires were represented by four yearlings

with only two selling for a gross of $142,500. The proof is in the pudding and while they will get the
odd good horse, they really are not commercial in Australia. The allocation of stakes money is
something that also needs to be closely looked at. The Cranbourne Cup was worth $400,000,
please!!!

Finally, the Everest is set to be run for the 4th time on Saturday. It is true $15,000,000 of stakes
money is set to be distributed with $6.2 million to the winner. How much of this goes to the winning
owners? This may surprise you. Assuming a 50/50 split is done between the slot holder and
registered owners the owners get $3,100,000 less 10% to the trainer and 5% to the jockey. This sees
the registered owners receiving $2,635,000 of the $15,000,000 less $46,500 which goes to the
winning stable to be distributed amongst the stable staff. So, we finally see the registered owners
receiving $2,588,500 of the $15,000,000.

The Everest should be a good race. I like Trekking and Classic Legend. I have friends involved in a
number of the runners in the race. I wish them good luck.

There is plenty of food for thought in what I have written. I’m not sure what the answers are but
while the two big states continue to operate in isolation of each other we will continue to face the
issues which in my view will be to the long term detriment of our sport.

Good luck to Fituese on Saturday!!

Zizzis at Amarina Farm in foal to Yes Yes Yes – beautiful mare!!!
Her foal will be a ¾ brother or sister to Rubisaki!!!

Zizzis winning at Caulfield

HELLBENT / ISLAND PAGO FILLY 2019

Hellbent / Island Pago filly 2019
John Thompson to train - $4,950 for 5%

This is a really nice type of a filly by the exciting first season sire Hellbent out of the well
related mare Island Pago.
She is a ½ sister to our 2yo filly by Astern out of Island Pago which is trained by Patrick
Payne. Patrick has a very good opinion of the filly. This is good information and the reason I
was so keen to get my hands on her. She ticks a lot of boxes.
I love purchasing weanlings and yearlings by the first season sires. About 30% of our best
mares go to these sires. Our current outstanding fillies Rubisaki, Fituese and Miss Divine Em
were out of the first crops of their respective sires.
Other good horses I have been associated with by young sires include Under Command,
Unchain My Heart, Horrocks, Bedi, Huiskes and Rose Of Scotland. These were outstanding

horses. In any year I will normally purchase three or four yearlings by the new sires. While I
don’t always get it right, I have had a lot of success with this strategy.
On my way back to Melbourne from the Magic Millions National Sale I stayed at Yarraman
Park and inspected this filly by exciting young sire Hellbent out of the Choisir mare Island
Pago. She has a nice hindquarter and is strong through the hocks. I expected this to be the
case given how good a sort her sister is. I’ve seen quite a few foals by Hellbent and like what
I see.
The filly is a beautiful mover. She has a great swagger and gets along nicely. This is
important. We are looking at buying athletes, not cart horses. She is a nice filly with good
length of reign and deep girth. This is where the engine is located. She has plenty of scope to
further develop though her girth and through her chest. She is strong behind and through the
hocks.
I strong pointer to this filly’s prospects is the record his sire I Am Invincible has achieved
when mated to Choisir mares. Nine have raced with all nine winning including the Group
winner Eckstein and Stakes winner I Am Eloquent.
The filly was reared at Yarraman Park in the Hunter Valley, one of our elite nurseries. I have
had great success purchasing horses from Yarraman Park. Some of the horses I purchased
include Desk Top Lover, Invincible Al, Believe ‘n Achieve and Too Many Reds.
Hellbent
The filly is by the Group 1 winning sprinter Hellbent, a son of Champion Sire and sire of
sires I Am Invincible. I Am Invincible is one of the most exciting sires in Australia with his
sons Brazen Beau and Super One doing a good job.
I remember the first time I inspected In Am Invincible at Yarraman Park. He is an
impressive animal, strong and imposing. He has gone on to be one of the best sires of the
modern era in Australia and currently leads the Australian Sires List. He is a super star and
should establish a dynasty through his deeds and those of his sons and daughters.
I know the Mitchell family from Yarraman Park had been looking for a sire to come in
behind I Am Invincible and Hellbent ticked all the boxes.
I was at Moonee Valley the night Hellbent won the Group 1 William Reid Stakes. His turn
of foot and acceleration was spectacular. Australian racing is all about speed and he certainly
had that to burn.
He is out of a Volksraad mare who also threw the talented sprinter Hulk. Hellbent’s female
line is quite good with the smart sprinters Second Effort and Diamond Effort featuring.
Volksraad is the broodmare sire of successful sire Shamexpress as well as the very good mare
Lights Of Heaven and Champion Hong Kong galloper Able Friend.

Island Pago
Island Pago is a very well related mare by the emerging broodmare sire Choisir. He is
already represented by 36 stakes horses out of his daughters including four Group 1 winners.
It shouldn’t be surprising as he was a very fast horse and highly successful sire and served
good books of mares.
Island Pago won at 1200m and is the ¾ sister to the Stakes winners Pago Rock and Rock My
Pago. This family also gave us the multiple Group winner Special Reward and WA Sires
Produce winner Showy Chloe.
This is Island Pago’s 4th live foal. Her second foal is a filly by I Am Invincible named In de
Sun Iwilcome which showed good ability but hurt herself and is now back in work.
I spoke to Keith Dryden who trains her and he said a horse got away and she was spooked
when it ran towards them and flipped over on the concrete damaging her wither. He has a
good opinion of her.
I purchased the 3rd foal by Astern. Patrick Payne trains her. From day one her breaker Shane
Stockdale talked her up with Lee Powell from Fulmen Park calling me after she arrived from
the yearling sale to say she was the nicest filly on his property which is quite a statement.
I have had great success buying yearlings out of WA mares. Some of my best horses were
out of mares from the west including Zero Drama, Unabated and Raido. The best horse I
have been associated with was Dignity Dancer who was also out of a WA mare.
In conclusion, where is the downside for this filly? As I see it, we have ticks across the board
from her sire, her dam and the farm she was reared. She is also a great type. I could not
recommend a better filly to you. Good luck with her.

